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§1.303-1 General.

Section 303 provides that in certain
cases a distribution in redemption of
stock, the value of which is included in
determining the value of the gross es-
tate of a decedent, shall be treated as a
distribution in full payment in ex-
change for the stock so redeemed.

§1.303-2 Requirements.

(a) Section 303 applies only where the
distribution is with respect to stock of
a corporation the value of whose stock
in the gross estate of the decedent for
Federal estate tax purposes is an
amount in excess of (1) 35 percent of
the value of the gross estate of such de-
cedent, or (2) 50 percent of the taxable
estate of such decedent. For the pur-
poses of such 35 percent and 50 percent
requirements, stock of two or more
corporations shall be treated as the
stock of a single corporation if more
than 75 percent in value of the out-
standing stock of each such corpora-
tion is included in determining the
value of the decedent’s gross estate.
For the purpose of the 75 percent re-
quirement, stock which, at the dece-
dent’s death, represents the surviving
spouse’s interest in community prop-
erty shall be considered as having been
included in determining the value of
the decedent’s gross estate.

(b) For the purpose of section
303(b)(2)(A)(i), the term gross estate
means the gross estate as computed in
accordance with section 2031 (or, in the
case of the estate of a decedent non-
resident not a citizen of the United
States, in accordance with section
2103). For the purpose of section
303(b)(2)(A)(ii), the term taxable estate
means the taxable estate as computed
in accordance with section 2051 (or, in
the case of the estate of a decedent
nonresident not a citizen of the United
States, in accordance with section
2106). In case the value of an estate is
determined for Federal estate tax pur-
poses under section 2032 (relating to al-
ternate valuation), then, for purposes
of section 303(b)(2), the value of the
gross estate, the taxable estate, and
the stock shall each be determined on
the applicable date prescribed in sec-
tion 2032.

(c)(1) In determining whether the es-
tate of the decedent is comprised of
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stock of a corporation of sufficient
value to satisfy the percentage require-
ments of section 303(b)(2)(A) and sec-
tion 303(b)(2)(B), the total value, in the
aggregate, of all classes of stock of the
corporation includible in determining
the value of the gross estate is taken
into account. A distribution under sec-
tion 303(a) may be in redemption of the
stock of the corporation includible in
determining the value of the gross es-
tate, without regard to the class of
such stock.

(2) The above may be illustrated by
the following example:

Example. The gross estate of the decedent
has a value of $1,000,000, the taxable estate is
$700,000, and the sum of the death taxes and
funeral and administration expenses is
$275,000. Included in determining the gross
estate of the decedent is stock of three cor-
porations which, for Federal estate tax pur-
poses, is valued as follows:

Corporation A:

Common stock $100,000

Preferred stock 100,000
Corporation B:

Common stock 50,000

Preferred stock ..... 350,000
Corporation C: Common stock ... 200,000

The stock of Corporation A and Corporation
C included in the estate of the decedent con-
stitutes all of the outstanding stock of both
corporations. The stock of Corporation A
and the stock of Corporation C, treated as
the stock of a single corporation under sec-
tion 303(b)(2)(B), has a value in excess of
$350,000 (35 percent of the gross estate or 50
percent of the taxable estate). Likewise, the
stock of Corporation B has a value in excess
of $350,000. The distribution by one or more
of the above corporations, within the period
prescribed in section 303(b)(1), of amounts
not exceeding, in the aggregate, $275,000, in
redemption of preferred stock or common
stock of such corporation or corporations,
will be treated as in full payment in ex-
change for the stock so redeemed.

(d) If stock includible in determining
the value of the gross estate of a dece-
dent is exchanged for new stock, the
basis of which is determined by ref-
erence to the basis of the old stock, the
redemption of the new stock will be
treated the same under section 303 as
the redemption of the old stock would
have been. Thus section 303 shall apply
with respect to a distribution in re-
demption of stock received by the es-
tate of a decedent (1) in connection
with a reorganization under section
368, (2) in a distribution or exchange



